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Chemcentral seeks to clear the air over 

Pearland plant 

By RYAN ANDERSON 

Journal Staff 

After feeling the heat from a community that said it didn’t want them as neighbors, 

representatives of Chemcentral-Houston held a press conference regarding their proposed 

relocation to Mykawa Road in Pearland. 

The conference was called to, "correct certain misunderstandings," according to Mark Hacas, 

Chemcentral regional vice president. 

According to Hacas, two key misconceptions regarding the Chemcentral facility are, that it is a 

chemical plant, and that it will have a emissions flare. 

"Chemcentral does not make chemicals and we are not proposing a chemical plant," Hacas said. 

"Our packaging and mixing of chemicals does not cause chemical reactions." 

According to Hacas, Chemcentral purchases chemicals from manufacturers and resells them to 

makers of various products. 

"Our customers make personal care products and cosmetics, household paint, printing inks, 

adhesives, caulks and sealants, rubber and plastic compounds, and home and industrial cleaning 

products," Hacas said. "Many retail items found in the average household contain Chemcentral 

products." 

A second misconception regarding the proposed plant, according to Hacas, is that it will contain 

a flare that will operate around the clock. 

"The proposed facility will not have a flare that visibly burns 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Chemcentrals state-of-the-art facility will use an enclosed, smokeless, ash free vapor combustion 

system that cleans emissions," Hacas said. 

Chemcentral representatives had planned to address residents' concerns during a meeting in 

Brookside Village but pulled out of the meeting after, they say, city officials failed to return 

phone calls. 

"In the past week, the officials who organized this event chose not to meet with us. We requested 

meetings several times," Hacas said. "We want a fair opportunity to show that the proposed 

facility is safe and will benefit the community. Officials unwillingness to meet us — or even talk 

to us on the phone — led us to believe that we would not have a fair opportunity." 

A chemcentral representative left a letter from Hacas and some general information about the site 

for residents attending the meeting in Brookside Village. 
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Chemcentral hopes to break ground on the Pearland site later this year. The facility would be in 

operation in 2002, according to Hacas. 

The 20-acre Mykawa Road site would consist of 10,000 square foot office building, a 100,000 

square foot warehouse and a tank farm. 

As part of an agreement with the city and county, Chemcentral would add about 10-20 new jobs 

at its Pearland facility. 

The company currently employees about 40 people in its Houston office. 

According to Hacas, the warehouse facility, where chemicals are loaded and unloaded will be 

completely covered. Aside from a roof, the facility will also include a "state-of-the-art" fire 

suppression system. 

On the subject of concerns regarding an eyesore created by visible tanks, Hacas said that no 

tanks would be visible from the road. 

The tanks themselves would include several safety systems to prevent environmental damage 

should a leak occur, according to Hacas. 

There are currently no plans to develop the entire portion of the property. Chemcentral also plans 

to landscape the area heavily, according to Hacas. 

"That is one of the commitments we are making," Hacas said. "Our effort is to beautify this area 

somewhat." 

The area for the warehouse was chosen based on accessibility, according to Hacas. 

"We did look at several sites, but this site was chosen due to its access to the railroad," Hacas 

said. 

A rail spur would be constructed to allow train cars to be loaded and unloaded at the site. 

Once in operation, Hacas said that the community would benefit from Chemcentral's presence. 

"Students in the Pearland Independent School District will benefit from $275,000 in taxes paid 

by Chem Central each year," Hacas said. "Chemcentral will pay more than $120,000 in yearly 

taxes to municipal and county governments. 

 


